Holloway Gaels are 2009 Provincial 9-a-Side Shield Champions

02nd May 09

A strong Holloway Gaels panel travelled to Erin Go Bragh GAA grounds in Birmingham on the Bank Holiday weekend and came away with their fist piece of silverware of the season. Eleven teams in total participated on the day and, sizing up the competition early in the day, Holloway fancied their chances to come away with the big prize.

However, Holloway had a sleepy start to the competition and were soundly beaten by their old arch-rivals John Mitchel’s of Liverpool in the opening game. The Holloway girls rallied and in their second outing of the day restored some pride by putting in a fine performance against a strong Parnell’s team.   Holloway were disappointed to eventually lose this match by 2 points meaning that they were now able only to contest for the Shield prize.

A strong win followed against Oisin’s of Manchester with the Holloway side running rampant and taking some fine scores at will.  The semi-final versus Sean Mc Dermott’s was equally one-sided and Holloway were through with ease to the Shield final.

Coach Paul Maher utilised the subs well and rotated the positioning on the field to keep the girls fresh and alert; but after 6 hours of competition the legs were getting weary and the hours of running under the hot sun were taking their toll.  The final opponents were to be Oisin’s again and the Holloway girls summoned the energy to mount a ruthless assault on the Oisin’s goal to win with fuel left in the tank.

It’s been 10 years since Holloway Gaels won this trophy and the girls who won it back were Aileen Brady, Michelle Kerley, Deirdre Martin, Aisling Clifford, Bev Williams, Jenny Smith, Yvonne Tevlin, Hilary Young, Rosie Cusack, Elaine O’Rourke, Angela Kenneally and  Ciara Holland.

Coach Paul Maher almost stole the show – refereeing 2 matches during the day – and then being chosen to referee a cracking final that went to extra time. Parnells won the cup final against John Mitchel’s Liverpool.

